Frisco I.S.D.  INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS WEEK
“WHITE RIBBON WEEK”

December 6-10, 2010
"If we cannot now end our differences, 

at least we can help make the world safe for diversity."  
· John F. Kennedy
ABOUT THE WEEK
· Inclusive Schools Week (ISW) highlights and celebrates our nation’s schools in providing a supportive and quality education to a diverse student population,

· Includes students with disabilities and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

· ISW also provides an important opportunity for educators, students and parents to discuss what more needs to be done to ensure that their schools continue to improve their ability to successfully educate ALL children.

· FISD joins tens of thousands of students, families and educators in schools and communities in every state as well as several foreign countries as they celebrate ISW since 2001.
· Inclusive Schools Week is endorsed by The White House and the U.S. Department of Education.

WHY “WHITE RIBBON”?

In the light spectrum, white is made by combining every color in the rainbow.  White ribbons have been used globally as the symbol of a wide variety of causes since the 1800s.  

CHARACTERISTICS OF INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS:

· Make sure each and every student feels welcome and is learning
· Embrace the understanding that every student is unique and, therefore, learns differently

· Understands that all children – students with and without disabilities, English language learners, those with special talents – learn better if teaching is tailored to their abilities and interest

· Collaborate with families

· Holds high expectations for ALL students success

· Keep improving

If your school would like to participate in this celebration, 
turn over for examples of ISW Activities.
EXAMPLES OF ISW ACTIVITIES FROM FISD CAMPUSES:

· Warm-up to a new friend (wear warm ups)
· Shine for “school name” (wear all white to show unity and friendship)
· We are all UNIQUE (wear crazy socks or hats to express yourself)
· Show your Cultural Fashions (wear something from your family’s homeland)  

· “School’s name” UNITY Day (wear your spirit shirt)
· “I am Blue-tiful” Day.  (Wear blue)
· Communication’s assembly where the students are able to see and learn different styles of communication, (Sign language, Automated Computerized Communication devices, morse code)
· Musical program incorporating the communication styles of movement through sign language and multicultural songs
· Mobility Day – focus on how people get around (physical differences)
· Sharing and Giving Day – community project to give to charity (economic differences)
· World map with pins, stickers to locate where students were born.

· Have students research a person who overcame challenges and made a contribution to society, like Helen Keller.
· Display case containing contributions from students/teachers like Special Olympics medal, telephone equipment for the deaf, hearing aids, sign language poster, artwork from PACE students, poem from ESL students, Braille book…
· Poster or essay contest focusing on the beauty of being unique
· Library to feature books on different cultures, physical and mental challenges
· Inspirational word of the day and trivia question of the day.  Award certificates to winners who turn in correct answers at end of week.  Examples:

          Monday:

· Inspiration:  What is ISW?

· Trivia:  What is the #1 language spoken throughout the world? (Mandarin Chinese)

Tuesday:

· Inspiration:  PAL skit

· Trivia:  What year was Brown vs. Board of Education (1954)

Wednesday:

· Inspiration:  “I have a dream” speech, modified
· Trivia:  What cause did Helen Keller campaign for?
Thursday:
· Inspiration:  “Give me your tired, your poor…”
· Trivia:  Where would you find these words written? (statue of liberty)
Friday:
· Inspiration:  “Let me win.  But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt”
· Trivia:  This quote is from what international organization (Special Olympics)
OTHER RESOURCES/IDEAS:

www.inclusiveschools.org

www.inclusiveeducation.ca/engage/educationweek.asp                                  
www.education-world.com
www.icelebratediversity.com/diversityjellybeansamples.htm
www.diversitycouncil.org (activities)

www.teachingtolerance.org
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